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Risk Assessment updated June 2025, to be approved by the Management Committee.  To be reviewed June 2026
· Archery equipment MUST only be used when supervised by a qualified Archery Instructor who has completed the Archery GB Instructor Course (GNAS)

Guests who book this activity are advised to use and apply common sense and understand the factors that are relevant to your group/ ages.  They must be able to take instruction from the Archery Instructor to ensure the safety of all users and members of the public whilst taking part in the activity.


This Risk Assessment is designed to support the use of Archery at Copeland Cottage Activity Centre.
 
You are required to create your own risk assessment for your usage and activity being carried out.
 – Guiding Group to be approved by your commissioner.
 – Non guiding groups to be approved by any governing body and then for submission with your booking confirmation for our records. 



This is for using The on-site activities area of the Site ONLY: - if you are using other areas please review the other Risk Assessments to assist with your own. 

Copeland Cottage is run and Managed by volunteers, so if you do notice any omissions whilst reviewing and creating your own risk assessment please inform the management committee, and will be endeavour to review this document and amend if deemed necessary. 

Thank you for your continued support    
Archery Sessions at Copeland Cottage Activity Centre  















	
Hazards
What could cause harm or damage?
	
Who or what is at risk of being affected and how?
	What are you already doing?
How have you reduced the risk already?
	
Likelihood of risk occurring
(L/M/H)
	Severity of risk
(L/M/H)
	

Are further controls necessary?
What else needs to happen to reduce the risk to an acceptable level?
	Action by:
name/date

	Slips, trips and Falls 
	All 
	Adult supervision throughout.  

Areas used for the Archery sessions are checked prior to commencement to make sure they are suitable.

Any potential hazards are pointed out to groups and unnecessary hazards are removed from the area as appropriate.

Good instructor awareness and briefing.
No running on the range.

Participants instructed to hold equipment correctly.

Help in group control from group leaders
	Low 
	Low
	Leaders to ensure participants do not run on the range when in use. 
	Hirer 

	Bruising on the inner fore-arm from the bow string when shooting
	All
	Arm braces must be worn by everyone participating in the activity.

Correct shooting technique taught.

Good instructor awareness.

Encourage long sleeves to be worn.
	Low
	Low
	
	Hirer

	Arrows rebounding 
	All
	The minimum shooting distance should be marked out by the instructor.

All group members will be instructed to stay behind the waiting line if not shooting.

Closed toe footwear to be worn.
	Low 
	Low
	Reminder to Leadership team to instruct users to wear suitable clothing when taking part in the activity.
	Hirer 

	Public walking on the range
	All 
	Archery warning signs to be placed at the front gate to prevent members of the public using the site when the activity is in progress.

Archery warning signs to be placed behind the ranges.

Car park gates should be closed during the sessions.

Instructors need to be vigilant of other users of the site during the sessions.

The “STOP” command to be briefed by the instructors. 
	Low
	Low
	
	Hirer

	Inappropriate shooting 
	All 
	Instructors to give clear briefings appropriate to the needs to the group and to inform all individuals of the consequences of purposefully ignoring these.

Bows and arrows separated when not in use.

Demonstrations given for all aspects of the sessions.

Good instructor monitoring.
	Low 
	Low
	 
	Hirer 

	Overdrawing
	All 
	All arrows are long enough for participants to use to prevent over-drawing.

Good instructor awareness.
	Low 
	Low 
	
	Hirer 

	Weather 

RAIN (Incl Floods) 

WINDS 
	All 
	Archery sessions will need to be cancelled and rebooked if the winds are more than 40 mph or there is heavy ongoing rain.

Do not undertake the activity during thunder and lightning storms. Take shelter in building

Leadership Team to ensure adequate wet and hot weather provision and ensure that participants have appropriate wet weather clothing and sun protection. 
	Low 
	Low 
	Ask for help from the instructor or bookings secretary if the weather is very bad.

Consider cancellation 

Correct clothing/footwear to worn – safety messages delivered – fluid intake considered by leaders 
	Hirer 

	Impalement whilst removing arrows from the targets  
	All 
	At the instructor’s discretion, the group will be able to remove their own arrows from the target but this will only be allowed if the instructor is confident in their ability to do so safely. 

A full demonstration and brief will be given.

The instructor must be vigilant throughout.
	Low 
	Low 
	
	Hirer 

	Facial injuries, in particular eye injuries and/or fiberglass splinters caused by faulty or worn equipment as a result of inappropriate use
	All 
	No dry releasing of bows.

Regular safety checks and maintenance of all archery equipment.

Clear instructions and demonstrations.

Good instructor awareness and vigilance
	Low 
	Low 
	
	Hirer 

	Injuries/Fatalities due to overshoot injuries
	All
	Consider placing straw bales at the side of the range and behind targets.

Nets defining the back and sides of the range will catch most common overshoots and wayward shots.

Warning signs and/or danger flags behind the ranges marking the boundaries of a large overshoot area.

Instructor to give briefings and to stop anyone who purposely shoots over the netting from continuing the session.

Co-operation in group control by group leaders 
	Low 
	Medium
	Leaders to assist in group control 
	Hirer

	Damage to vehicles on car parks and road 
	All 
	Co-operation in group control by group leaders.

Car park to be closed off if using the area for the sessions. 
	Low
	Low 
	
	Hirer 

	Walking into arrows that did not make it to the target causing injuries to the shins
	All 
	Groups instructed to walk down the side of the range.
Arrows on the floor should be picked up after collecting arrows from targets.
Good group control by the instructors.
	Low 
	Low 
	
	Hirer 
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